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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

The delay in the appearance of this number of the Bulletin 
has been due to circumstances beyond the control of the editor, 
principally to the ravages of the influenza. 

The stated meeting of the executive council on October 14 was 
followed by an open session in the auditorium, at which a memo- 
rial address in honor of William G. Le Due was presented by 
the Honorable Gideon S. Ives, president of the society. A paper 
entitled "The Preservation of Minnesota's War Records" was 
read by Mr. Franklin F. Holbrook, the society's field agent. 

The following new members, all active, have been enrolled 
during the quarter ending October 31, 1918: Benjamin F. 
Beardsley and Frederick G. Leslie of St. Paul; Gisle Bothne of 
Minneapolis ; and Harry McConnell of Walloon Lake, Michigan. 
The society has lost two members by death during the same 
period: Charles S. Hulbert of Santa Monica, California, and 
Archbishop John Ireland of St. Paul. 

The society has recently purchased a photostat by means of 
which it will be possible to secure for its library and manuscript 
department photographic copies of rare books, newspapers, or 
manuscript material, the originals of which are not obtainable. 
By this means, also, students engaged in research work in other 
institutions may be supplied with photographic copies of ma- 
terial in the possession of the society at a comparatively low 
cost. 

The task of installing the museum collections was begun the 
first of September under the direction of the new curator, Miss 
Ruth O. Roberts, formerly assistant in the museum of the Wis- 
consin Historical Society. The material is being arranged into 
exhibits of educational value, and especial effort is being made 
to build up those departments that are incomplete. Records and 
indexes are being prepared which will render the collections 
available for study. 
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Miss Ilona B. Schmidt of the University of Chicago Library 
has been appointed head cataloguer on the staff of the society in 
place of Miss Marjorie Wildes ; Miss Elsa R. Nordin of the New 
York State Library School, 1917-18, succeeds Miss Ada Nelson 
as catalogue assistant; and Mr. Willoughby Babcock Jr. of the 
University of Minnesota and Harvard University succeeds Miss 
Jeannette Saunders as editorial assistant. 

Gifts 

Through the courtesy of Miss Frances Densmore of Red 
Wing, the society has been able to photostat a journal of an 
overland trip made by her father, Benjamin Densmore, in the 
fall of 1857 from St. Paul to Ottertail Lake by way of Little 
Falls and Long Prairie. The journal will be of especial interest 
to the student of early travel in the unsettled region of Minne- 
sota. Mr. Densmore was a surveyor, and had charge of a part 
of the survey of the first railroad from St. Paul to Duluth, and 
also of one of the first roads out of Chicago. The survey chains 
and stakes which he used in surveying Faribault and Northfield, 
together with maps and plats of townships and other early sur- 
veys, have been presented to the society by his family. 

Several valuable manuscripts, dated 1858 and 1859, relating 
to the extension of the electric telegraph to St. Anthony and 
Minneapolis, and to the opening of the Mississippi to navigation 
as far as St. Anthony Falls, have been added to the Kimball 
Papers by Mr. Edward J. Kimball of Minneapolis. 

An interesting addition to the society's collection of Minnesota 
miscellany is a copy of a letter written by Alfred Sully from Fort 
Ridgely, May 28, 1855, donated by Mr. Henry McConnell of 
Walloon Lake, Michigan. Sully describes the general dissatis- 
faction of the Sioux bands and gives incidents of hostile move- 
ments, picturing at the same time the hardships of the life of a 
soldier on the frontier. 

Mrs. E. C. Dougan of St. Paul has contributed three unique 
broadsides of the early sixties, two relating to the movements of 
the Sioux in the outbreak of 1862 and the third announcing the 
occupation of Savannah by General Sherman, December 26, 
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1864; also two letters to Henry H. Sibley: one written by Gideon 
H. Pond, Presbyterian missionary to the Sioux at Oak Grove, 
dated October 13, 1856; the other from Gabriel Franchere, the 
well-known explorer and fur merchant, dated February 18, 1856. 

The society has received through the courtesy of Lieutenant 
Wayne E. Stevens a file of the Weekly Bulletin issued at the 
Thirty-fourth Division Headquarters, Camp Cody, Deming, New 
Mexico, from November 12, 1917, to August 17, 1918. The 
Bulletin supplies in outline a good deal of information as to the 
military routine and social and recreational work of a military 
training camp. It is of especial interest to Minnesotans because of 
the fact that the First, Second, and Third regiments of the Min- 
nesota National Guard were in training at Camp Cody. 

Mrs. L. R. Moyer of Montevideo has presented a collection 
of periodicals and pamphlets belonging to her late husband, who 
was for many years a member of 1 the society. The bulk of the 
material is on botanical subjects ; the remainder deals chiefly with 
civic problems. 

The society has received from Mrs. A. R. Starkey of St. Paul 
a collection of books and maps belonging to her late husband. 
The greater part of the collection relates to Minnesota. 

The Department of Minnesota, Grand Army of the Republic, 
has turned over to the society a collection of between five and six 
hundred numbers of Proceedings of encampments of the various 
departments throughout the United States. 

The Orchestral Association of Minneapolis, through the 
courtesy of Mr. Carlo Fischer and Mr. Edmund A. Stein, has 
donated a set of programs of the concerts which have been given 
in the Twin Cities by the Minneapolis Symphony Orchestra. 
These comprise complete files of the program notes of the four 
seasons of symphony concerts in St. Paul, and of the Beethoven 
symphony, the popular (Sunday afternoon), and children's con- 
certs in Minneapolis; and a nearly complete file of the fifteen 
seasons of the Minneapolis symphony concerts. These carefully 
compiled programs are valuable source material for the history 
of music in Minnesota. 
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Mr. B. F. Beardsley, who was secretary of the old St. Paul 
Chamber of Commerce from 1901 to 1904, has presented a large 
collection of newspaper clippings gathered for the most part from 
local publications during his incumbency of this office. The clip- 
pings, which fill eleven large pamphlet boxes, cover every con- 
ceivable subject that would be of interest to such an organiza- 
tion. 

Mrs. Charles A. Wheaton of St. Paul has presented portraits 
of her husband and of her father, Dr. Jacob H. Stewart. Dr. 
Stewart came to St. Paul in 1855, and was prominent not only 
in his profession but in public affairs. From 1857 to 1863 he 
served as surgeon general of Minnesota. He was state senator 
in the legislative session of 1859-60, was four times elected mayor 
of St. Paul, in 1864, 1869, 1871, and 1873, and served one term 
( 1877-79) as representative in Congress. Dr. Charles A. Wheaton 
came to Minnesota in 1861, and from 1877 practised medicine in 
St. Paul. From 1888 to 1902 he was professor of surgery in the 
University of Minnesota. 

The portrait of John W. Cunningham has been added to the 
society's collection by his daughter, Miss Nellie Cunningham of 
St. Paul. Mr. Cunningham came to St. Paul in 1863; he was 
city editor of St. Paul Daily Press until 1866, and in 1868, asso- 
ciated with Harlan P. Hall and David Ramaley, he began the 
publication of the St. Paul Dispatch. 

An addition to the historical picture collection is an early color 
print of Lake Como, given by Mrs. Albert Schuneman of St. 
Paul. 

The Honorable Darwin S. Hall of Olivia has donated an ex- 
tensive collection of Indian specimens secured during his term of 
service as commissioner of the White Earth Indian Reservation. 
Most of the material is Chippewa, though there are a few Sioux 
and Winnebago specimens. The collection contains splendid ex- 
amples of beadwork, war clubs, and pipes, as well as many other 
objects illustrative of the life and habits of the Indians, and an 
interesting assortment of photographs of the chief characters 
among the Chippewa. A collection of badges and buttons of 
historical interest is also the gift of Mr, Hall. 



578 HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES Nov. 

The original Zouave uniform worn in 1861 by Lieutenant 
Francis A. Brownell, when he was a member of the famous regi- 
ment of Zouaves, the Eleventh New York Volunteer Infantry, 
has been donated to the museum by his stepdaughter, Mrs. Edgar 
B. Barton of St. Paul. Brownell avenged the death of the colonel 
of the regiment, Elmer E. Ellsworth, by killing his murderer, 
James W. Jackson, the proprietor of the Marshall House, Alex- 
andria, from which Ellsworth had removed a Confederate flag. 

John Bowe of Canby, who was the first man in Minnesota to 
enlist in the World War, has presented a number of articles which 
he brought from the trenches in France. Among them are a 
German helmet, a German canteen, a French helmet, a French 
soldier's poncho, and a "horizon blue" fatigue cap. A photo- 
graph of Mr. Bowe accompanied the collection. 

Mrs. Alice Jerome of St. Paul has presented the sword used 
by her husband, Lieutenant Peter Jerome of Company E, Fourth 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, during the Civil War, and a rem- 
nant of a Confederate regimental flag captured at the siege of 
Vicksburg. 

The small number of specimens in the museum relating to 
the American Revolution has been increased by the gift of a 
powder flask and a sword handle from Mr. Eric K. Leen of 
Montevideo. 



